
 

The newly constructed arena was dedicated on 

Friday, May 6, 2016. It is twice the size of the 

only other arena and will offer shade to its 

users, which in these hot Georgia summers is a 

treat in itself. 

It is named for our first student Danielle 

Collins.  Danielle loved FETC, which was evi-

dent when you heard her wonderful laugh as 

she was riding Missy around the arena. Her 

dream was to have a covered arena so that she 

and other students could ride “rain or shine”.   

In the fall of 2014, Danielle was hospitalized.  

That didn’t prevent her from planning her next 

visit to FETC.   Unfortunately, we lost Danielle 

on October 9, 2014. 

Within a few short months of her death, her 

family started fundraising to make 
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Danielle’s dream a reality.  Through cash 

donations, in-kind donations and volun-

teer labor, construction began in Decem-

ber 2015. 

The family said, “Although Danielle will 

not be here to enjoy the arena, we know 

being the unselfish person she was, she is 

overjoyed that it will benefit others and 

make a difference in their lives.  She is 

certainly watching over the center and 

the students as she rides on Missy.  Dan-

ielle was always looking to help someone 

else, and we want to strive to be like she 

has always been. 

We look forward to seeing the center 

grow and thrive to help others with dis-

abilities. To each of you, from each of us, 

we give you our sincere thanks, gratitude 

and love, and pray God will bless you.” 

Many thanks to Danielle for her dream 

and vision, to the family for their dedica-

tion in seeing it through and to all the 

many people who helped make it happen.  

God bless you all! 

 



P A G E  2  

 

Trinity Lutheran Church from Circleville, Ohio has been helping Faith Equestrian for years now.  They have more or less adopted us as 

their cause!  Once again, they visited from June 6 through the 9th.  This year one of their projects included a 24’ x 60’ roof off the side 

of the arena which covers the handicap mounting ramp in the Danielle Collins Memorial Arena, pic-

tured below. 

Additional work in and around the area included providing and installing a new sound system for the 

arena and a new concrete pad under the workstation by the arena. 

They also built us twelve beautiful benches which are now placed throughout the property, as well as 

planted beautiful flower beds, and overall cleaning and sprucing up the property. 

They also painted an amazing mural on the outside wall of our blacksmith shop which is easily visible 

from the road as you drive by. It is the same that graces their church in Ohio and is another expres-

sion of their faith in our mission and what we have done in the past and continue to do! 

Trinity Lutheran’s first mission trip to FETC was in 2009.  At that time their work consisted mainly of 

of painting and cleanup work.  They began to stretch their boundaries and trust God to lead them to 

bigger, more difficult projects.  They are truly a testament to what can happen  when we walk in 

Faith, trusting God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you may recall, Bonnie Rachael has visited their church in Circleville and expressed her deep appreciation for their devotion to us 

and their continued work, year after year. 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Helps Us Out—A G A I N 



Faith Holds First Special Olympics Invitational 
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On May 7, 2016 a State Invitational Benefit Horse Show with the theme 

“Home of the Brave” and dedicated to the United States military, was 

held at FETC.  There were a total of 27 athletes participating; 12 from 

FETC, and 15 from Pegasus Riding Academy. 

They held classes in 

Showmanship, English 

Equitation and Trail.  

Sponsors for the event 

were Countryside 

Equine Medicine and 

Dentistry and Holton 

Plumbing. 

Barbara W. Russell, a 

local instructor/trainer, 

acted as Judge for the 

event.  She is certified 

with the British Horse Society.  

Faith Equestrian’s riders  awards for the event were: 

 1st Place =  12 

 2nd Place =  7 

 3rd Place =  7 

 4th Place =  1 

 5th Place =  1 

 

This was the first event held at the Danielle Collins Memorial 

Arena. 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars—Upcoming Events 

Special Olympics Competition will be held October 7th to the 9th in Gainesville, Georgia. We are taking nine athletes this year!! 

Effingham County Schools will start up again the week of September13th. We will be working with six schools this year!!! This means we 

need additional volunteers.  These classes happen during the week—so if you know of someone looking for a way to give back this is the 

perfect opportunity. The smiles seen on the student’s faces makes it so rewarding!! 

FETC Holds Open House 

Faith Equestrian held an Open House on May 28th.  It featured pony and cart rides, games, face painting, a cake walk, a bounce house, food, horse demon-

strations, line dancing, silent auction and a drill demonstration by one of our students and his father, Michael Holton, Jr. and Michael Holton, Sr.   

The drawing for the His & Her Raffle was held.  The lucky winner of the Mossberg 500 pump shotgun, $500 cash and a two-night stay at the East Bay Inn in 

Savannah was Heather Baker.  Congratulations Heather—thank you for your support.  Other prizes were drawn for restaurants gift cards and items from 

local area businesses 

This event was one of our fundraisers for the year.  We want to thank  our many (39) volunteers who helped with the event, sold raffle tickets, provided 

baked goods and silent auction items and spread the word !  Because of your hard work it netted FETC over $4,000! 

It was another great opportunity for the community to come out and see first-hand what we do. 
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Visit us on the web at www.faithetc.org 

We would like to recognize A-OK Portables for its’ continued support of Faith Equestrian.  

They have been donating the use of a port-a-potty for our facility for the past eight (yes, 

EIGHT) years.  When we first looked into getting one it was through Scotties Potties.  They 

sold out to A-OK in or around 2012 and they have continued the tradition of supporting 

our cause.   

If you, or anyone you know, is ever in the need for an outdoor portable toilet, please make 

A-OK your first call. 

Business Spotlight:   A-OK Portables 


