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We Celebrate Effingham County Schools Participation
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This is our second year having Effingham County schools come to our facility and we are excited about the growth
of this program and our ability to reach more members of our community.

Larry Fort, Member

We currently have Springfield Elementary School, Effingham County Middle School, South Effingham Middle School,
Ebenezer Middle School and South Effingham High School totaling 41 participants. Many of them would not be able
to participate in a program like this were it not connected to their regular school day. An anonymous donor has
provided funds to cover their individual instruction and Faith Equestrian splits the transportation cost ($100 round
trip) with the schools. They come by bus Tuesday through Friday.
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The teachers have lesson plans that go along with riding. An example is they might have photos of people they are
learning about in the classroom posted along the riding trail. Each student pauses at the photo while the teacher
recites what they’ve been learning and they have to name who it is.
Of the 41 participants, 37 are riding while 4 are learning about the animals and obtaining work skills. In addition,
South Effingham High School brings seven students that participate in a work group. An example of the work program might be learning how to use a measuring tape to measure how long the board needs to be cut to build a
fence, which they have done! They have also built trash receptacles!
Leslie Williams, a Special Education teacher for 6th, 7th and 8th graders at South Effingham Middle School, has seen
changes in her students. She said, “The program has benefitted my students in many ways. First of all, it has given
them the opportunity to be involved in a physical activity that they might not otherwise ever participate in. Several
of my students have muscle tone issues and riding a horse requires them to move, stretch, and practice muscle control and balance. Also, the students must listen to directions given by the instructor during their sessions and so
must practice mental focus and concentration as they go through the lessons. I have watched as my students have
been instructed individually and as a group when learning how to mount the horses and groom them. They all displayed a level of concentration and attention that I don’t always see in the classroom.”
Judy Wolfe, Editor
Contact: jwolfefetc@yahoo.com

She added, “One other benefit that I have noticed is the sense of accomplishment and increased self esteem that
riding a horse gives many of my students. Nothing can compare to the smiles I see on their (continued on page two)
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Schools (continued)
faces as they ride the horses and they look around to see if their teacher, paraprofessionals and parents are watching.
Thank you, Faith Equestrian for a wonderful program!”
The students learn far more about the horse than just riding. They become
familiar with what is required in grooming. The difference between the
brushes used and in what order you use them; to cleaning their hooves and
how to saddle and bridle them.

Their joy of being that close to such large animals and conquering their fears
is shared by everyone involved.
Jennifer Broome, a teacher in the Behavior Support Classroom at Springfield Elementary School has this to say, “The Faith
Equestrian Program has provided an amazing opportunity for my students. I have seen confidence soar in my students as
they sit up straight, holding the reins and tell their horse to “walk on” in the arena. Children who are very active and
impulsive in their actions in the classroom have shown focus, calmness and steady hands when working with the horses. It
truly is a unique and beneficial program in our community with excellent staff and volunteers.”
At the end of the semester, the students participate in a horse show to demonstrate what
they have learned and their parents are invited
to attend.
Our volunteer base is very important in every
aspect of our operation. If you are retired and
looking for a worthwhile cause, we need your
help with the school program starting in the
Fall.
If you’re still working and only available during
nights or weekends we need you too! We
have classes for our special needs students on
Saturdays and Monday and Tuesday evenings.
Please feel free to come by and observe a
class and see if it might be something you’re
interested in helping. Please go to
www.faithetc.org for additional information or call (912) 728-3728.
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Hats Off To One of Our Own—Larry Fort
Larry Fort was named the Rotary Club of Effingham
County’s Herb Jones Volunteer of the Year, during
the annual awards banquet at New Ebenezer Retreat
Center.
Fort has been a volunteer with FETC since 2012. He
recently built a shavings barn with a roll-back roof, so
dump trucks could unload wood shavings that are
used for horse bedding, saving a significant amount of
money.
Fort also volunteers with the children who come to
ride three days a week and recently joined the our
board of directors.
The Rotary Club also made a $500 donation to Faith
in Larry’s name.
Larry—we can’t thank you enough for your devotion
to Faith and the children we serve. And, lets not
forget the goats you also gave to the Center. Thank
you!

Herb Jones of the Rotary Club of Effingham County greets
Larry Fort, a volunteer with Faith Equestrian Therapeutic Center, after Fort was named the Herb Jones Volunteer of the Year

Things to Look Forward To
April 22, 2016

Wine Tasting—this is a fundraiser to benefit Faith Equestrian at Savannah Wine Cellar at 12 Oaks
Shopping Center, 5500 Abercorn Street, Savannah, GA from 6-8 pm. $20 at the door, $15 per person
online at www.savannahwinecellar.com. There will be lite bites.

May 7, 2016

Spring Invitational Horse Show—We are hosting the Special Olympics Spring Invitational here at Faith
Equestrian at 10 am—4 pm! It will be a fun chance for our kids to compete with children from other centers
in the area.

May 28, 2016

Memorial Day Open House from 11 am to 4 pm at Faith Equestrian Therapeutic Center. There will be
food, fun, door prizes and a silent auction. We will be offering pony and pony/cart rides. The day will include entertainment and blacksmithing demonstrations. The raffle drawing will take place at 2 pm. If you
haven’t yet bought a ticket for the raffle ($10 each) you will have the chance to do so that day. The raffle
prize includes $500 cash, a two-night stay at the East Bay Inn in historic Savannah and a Mossberg 500 pump
shotgun.

May 30 thru

Horse Camps—In additional to the week long horse camp for able bodied children ages 8-14, starting May
30 thru July 29, 2016, we will for the first time this year offer a week long camp for special needs
children. Ages 8-14 during the week of July 18-22. It will start at 9 am and end at noon. Cost is $265 and
they will have a Horse Show on Friday for parents to see what they have learned.

July 29, 2016

Also for the first time, we also are offering a two-day camp for wheelchair participants. Ages 8-14. It
will take place on July 18 & 19 with a cost of $100.. It will run from 1—3 pm and must have a caretaker
with the child as an active participant.
To learn more about all the events, please visit www.faithetc.org or call (912) 728-3728.
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Visit us on the web at www.faithetc.org

Faith Equestrian Therapeutic Center, Inc.
243 Appaloosa Way
Guyton, GA 31312
Mobile: 912-655-1480 / Office: 912-728-3728

Business Spotlight: Mose Mock
Many of you are probably already familiar with Mose Mock. He taught
Agriculture in Effingham County schools for 33 years. During that time
he affected many young people’s lives in a positive way. In fact, our
Ferrier, Darien Kersey, remembers him well and has nothing but kind
words for the man he says “taught him a lot.”
He has been a faithful supporter of FETC since 2009. He has provided
hay to us at a reduced rate and even goes as far as letting us use his
trailer to haul it.
Thank you Mose Mock for your kindness and your long-lasting support
of us and our mission. We simply couldn’t do it without you.

